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Study Guide for Test on the Founding of the Nation: The Colonies to Civil War  
 

HISTORICAL SOURCES 

1. What is a primary source?  Give two specific examples. 

2. What is a secondary source?  Give two specific examples. 

3. What is a tertiary source?  Give two specific examples. 

 

THE COLONIES AND BRITAIN GROW APART/THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

4. What were two main reasons why people founded British colonies on what is now the East Coast of the United States? 

5. Why did the British colonists’ love of liberty grow during the colonial period? 

6. What was the French and Indian War about, when was it fought, and who was it between? 

7. Why was the French and Indian War such a turning point--what were three important consequences of that war? 

8. What were four ways the colonists felt their liberty was being restricted? 

9. According to the Declaration of Independence, what rights does a person naturally have at birth? 

10. According to the Declaration of Independence, what is the reason why governments exist? 

11. What date and year was the text of the Declaration approved by the Continental Congress? 

 

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION 

12. What was the name of the first plan of government for the new United States? 

13. What exactly is a confederation? 

14. Why did the newly independent Americans originally create an extremely weak national government? 

15. Discuss three ways that this first national government was very weak and not given very much power. 

16. What was Shay’s Rebellion and what important effect did it have? 

17. Specifically why did delegates from the states meet in Philadelphia in 1787?   

18. How did the Federalists, Anti-Federalists, and Moderates differ in their attitude toward this new Constitution? 

 

THE GOVERNMENT SET UP BY THE CONSTITUTION 

19. What exactly is the Constitution? 

20. What are the names of the three branches of the national government set up by Articles I, II, and III of the Constitution?  

21. Why were three separate branches created?   

22. What is the function of each branch? In other words, what does each branch do? 

23. The Legislative Branch (Congress) has two parts—what are they?  WHY DID THE FOUNDING FATHERS SET UP THE 

CONGRESS THIS WAY? 

24. Draw the checks and balances triangle and identify a way that each branch can limit the power of the other two branches. 

25. What is meant by a system of “federalism?” 

26. Draw the federalism Venn diagram, demonstrating which powers belong to the national government, state governments or 

both. 

27. Under our system of federalism, which level of government—state,  national, or both—has the power to do each of the 

following: a) run education systems, b) conduct wars against foreign enemies, c) set marriage laws, d) collect taxes, e) print 

money, f) set gambling laws 

28. What exactly is the Bill of Rights?   

29. Why was the Bill of rights added to the original Constitution? 

30. Identify seven specific individual rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KNOWING THE DIFFERENCE AMONG THE FOUR FOUNDING DOCUMENTS: Declaration of Independence, Articles 

of Confederation, Constitution, Bill of Rights 

31.  Identify in which of the four founding documents you would find each of the following: 

a) Establishment of a Congress that does not have the power to tax 

b) The statement that members of the House of Representatives have a two-year term of office 

c) The idea that the people can get rid of a government if it’s not protecting their rights 

d) The idea that people have the right to a speedy trial 

e) Establishment of a government with a president who acts as commander-in-chief 

f) The idea that the people have the right to not have their houses searched illegally 

g) A Congress that does not have the power to tax 

h) The idea that all people are born with the right to live, be free, and to try to be happy 

SLAVERY & CONFLICT BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH LEADS TO CIVIL WAR 

32. What invention in 1793 suddenly made cotton very profitable? 

33. What are three ways that African Americans resisted the slave system? 

34. According to the readings discussed in class, what emotional and psychological effects did slavery have on slaves? On  

      slaveowners? 

35. What was the Compromise of 1850 and what effect did it have? 

36. What conflict occurred between Representative Brooks (SC) and Senator Sumner (MA) and what did this event show? 

37. What was the Dred Scott case about, what was decided and how did the North and South feel about the decision? 

38. What were the two fundamental issues that the Civil War was fought over? 

39. What was the Emancipation Proclamation and why was it important? 

40. What are three or more things you learned about the Civil War from the movie “Glory?” 

41. What were three key results of the Civil War? 

 

RECONSTRUCTION 
42. What exactly was “Reconstruction?” 
43. What were the differing ideas about Reconstruction held by Andrew Johnson and the Radical Republicans? 
44. What was the Freedman’s Bureau? 
45. What did the 13th Amendment do? 
46. What did the 14th Amendment do? 
47. What did the 15th Amendment do? 
48. What was sharecropping and why did it start? 
49.  How did the sharecropping system trap the newly freed African Americans? 
50. What were Jim Crow laws? 
51. What did the Supreme Court rule in Plessy v. Ferguson? 
52. What were three ways that blacks could not exercise their right to vote? 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
53. Be able to identify the 50 states. 
 

Short Answers: Be prepared to respond to the following questions in a half page each. Include both specific factual 
evidence and analysis of the points you bring up. 

 

1. After just 11 years, the Founding Fathers decided to replace the Articles of Confederation with the 

Constitution.  What structure of government did the Founding Fathers set up under the Articles and 

what was their reasoning?  Why did the Articles fail?  In what ways did the new government set up by 

the Constitution attempt to address the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation (that is, what new 

powers was the government given—don’t go into the limits to that power; you will discuss that in 

question #2)?  

 

2. When the Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution, they wanted to create a government that had 

sufficient power to keep order, but that would not get too powerful.  Discuss 3-4 key ways that the 

Founding Fathers set up to limit the power of the U.S. government under the Constitution. 

 

3. Discuss the emotional and psychological effects that slavery had on slaves and slaveowners and the 

numerous ways that slaves developed to resist the slave system. 

4. Analyze the effectiveness of the competing Reconstruction plans of President Andrew Johnson and the 

Radical Republicans regarding the twin goals of HEALING and JUSTICE after the Civil War. 

 

 


